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Excerpts  from  the  talks  given  by  the  members  of  the  First  Presidency  at 
the  \20th  Annual  Conference  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  held  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  United  States  of  America. 

The  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  means  by  which  we  may  hope  to 
find  a  place  in  the  Celestial  Kingdom.  Sometimes  we  feel  that  we  are  sure  of 
it  because  we  have  membership  in  the  Church.  I  want  to  take  this  occasion  to 
call  to  the  attention  of  the  older  members  of  the  Church,  some  who  have 
lived  a  part  of  their  lives,  and  feel  quite  secure,  the  fact  that  nobody  is 
secure  unless  they  are  on  the  Lord's  side  of  the  line. 

All  temptation  and  evil  is  on  the  devil's  side.  If  I  had  time  I  could  tell 
vou  of  an  experience  of  a  man  who  was  magnified ,  and  was  a  great  preacher 
of  the  Gospel,  and  becaus?  of  his  failure  to  stay  on  the  Lord's  side  of  the  line, 
went  into  the  dark  and  died  a  bitter  apostate. 

None  of  us  are  secure  except  we  keep  the  commandments  of  our  Heavenly 
Father.  The  pathway  of  righteousness  is  the  highway  of  happiness.  There 
is  no  other  way  to  happiness. 

President  George  Albert  Smith. 

In  the  ancient  days  men  made  sacrifice  that  they  might  be  forgiven.  To- 
day we  are  told  that  we  must  bring  to  the  Lord  for  our  forgiveness  a  humble 
heart  and  a  contrite  spirit.  As  to  forgiveness,  the  Lord  has  said,  "I,  the  Lord, 
will  forgive  whom  I  will  forgive,  but  of  you  it  is  required  to  forgive  all  men," 
(D&C  64: 10)  which  means,  as  I  understand,  it,  that  where  there  is  repentance 
we  shall  forgive  and  receive  unto  fellowship  the  repentant  transgressor, 
leaving  to  God  the  final  disposition  of  the  sin. 

President  J.   Reuben  Clark,  Jr. 

I  feel  impressed  to  say  to  you  young  folks  that  I  know  of  no  greater 
blessing  you  can  receive  than  to  be  anchored  to  the  truth,  and  by  that  I 
mean  three  things:  First,  always  to  feel  a  surety  that  His  Church  is  divinely 
glided.  Second,  that  the  Lord  has  authorized  His  servants  and  placed  upon 
them  the  duty  to  proclaim  to  the  world  th"  restoration  and  truth  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Chris1.  Third.,  and  most  applicable  to  us  all,  that  inspiration  from  the 
Lord  is  a  reality,  just  as  real  as  the  love  each  one  of  us  has  for  his  loved  ones. 
Young  men  and  women,  God  bless  you  that  this  testimony  may  be  yours  as  it 
is  mine  this  day 

In  these  days  of  uncertainty  and  unrest,  liberty-loving  people's  greatest 
responsibility  and  paramount  duty  is  to  preserve  and  proclaim  the  freedom  of 
the  individual,  h.!s  relationship  to  Deity,  and  the  necessity  of  obedience  to  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  —  only  thus  will  mankind  find  peace 
end  hr.ppiness 

President  David  0.  McKay. 
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AROUND    THE    WORLD 


PRES.  GEORGE  ALBERT 
SMITH  was  in  Whitingham,  Vt., 
birthplace  of  Pres.  Brigham 
Young,  May  29,  for  the  unveiling 

of  a  monument  and  in  Washing- 
Ion,  D.C.,  June  1,  for  the  un- 
veiling of  the  Brigham  Young 
statue  in  Statuary  hall  of  the  na- 
tional capitol. 

The  second  unveiling  was  on 
the  149th  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  the  great  Church  leader  and 
colonizer. 

In  conjuction  with  this  a  tour 
of  historical  points  in  Church 
history  and  a  visit  to  the  un- 
veiling ceremonies  at  the  two 
places  was  sponsored  by  the 
Improvement  Era. 

HIGHLY     HONOURED     were 

the  St.  Louis  Branches,  Central 
States  Mission,  who  were  invited 
to  participate  in  the  16th  Na- 
tional Folk  Festival  held  this 
year  in  St.  Louis.  Sponsored 
annually  to  preserve  and  give  a 
cross-section  glimpse  of  folk- 
traditions,  songs  and  dances  from 
early  days  until  the  present,  the 
festival  brought  together  partici- 
pants from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  from  Canada 
and  Austria. 

Participation  in  the  festival 
brought  much  favourable  atten- 
tion to  the  Church  and  the  St. 
Louis  Branch.  Local  papers  and 
radio  stations  gave  special  at- 
tention to  the  Church  part  of  the 
program  with  pictures  and  stories. 

The  U.S.  State  Department  was 
so  favourably  impressed  with  the 
performance  of  the  branch  mem- 
bers that  they  will  feature  their 
part  in  the  movie  which  they  are 
making  of  the  festival. 

The  "Voice  of  America"  also 
recorded  the  numbers  and  will 
use  them  in  their  broadcasts  to  21 
nations. 


MRS.  MAE  MATIS  wife  i  I 
the  Finnish  Mission  President, 
has  recently  been  appointed 
member  of  the  Finnish  committei 
on  "Study  and  Training  in  the 
I  'nited        States."  Thi-        i  om- 

mittee  has  for  se\  eral  \  i  ars 
granted  American  university 
scholarships    to   worthy    student-. 

and  ihe  events  of  recent  months 
have  greatly  increased  its  im- 
portance. 

Through  this  appointment  .Mi-. 
Matis  has  been  able  to  acquaint 
many  prominent  Finns  with  the 
activities   of   the  Church. 

Through  the  appointment  ol 
Mrs.  Matis  to  the  committee,  the 
Church  and  the  Finnish  Mission 
have  been  honoured.  Serving  as 
the  only  English  language 
examiner  on  the  committee,  sh> 
has  given  hundreds  of  tests  to 
determine  the  applicant's  ability 
to  read,  write,  and  speak  Eng- 
lish. 

All  of  the  applicants  have 
visted  the  mission  home  and  have 
had  an  opportunitv  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  missionary 
activities. 

THE        13       ARTICLES       OF 

FAITH   of  the   Church   have 
translated  into  modern  Greek  and 
published  with  Church  permission 
by    Nicholas    Philagios,    St.    Paul, 
Minn,   U.S.A. 

Elder  Philagios,  a  locomotive 
engineer,  has  spent  considerable 
time  translating  Church  literature 
in  modern  Greek  and  has  studied 
extensively  in  order  to  do  this 
well.  He  translated  and  pub- 
lished The  Articles  of  Faith  in 
Greek  principally  to  be  able  to 
send  copies  to  relatives  and 
friends  in  Greece.  His  translation 
was  checked  by  Dr.  Hugh  Niblev 
of  Brigham  Young  University. 
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TO    THE    RHODESIAS 


Considered  from  a  numerical  point  of 
view  the  South  African  Mission  is  rela- 
tively small.  Geographically,  however,  it 
is  probably  the  largest  Mission  or  State 
division  within  the  Church.  Matters  per- 
taining to  people  and  Church  affairs  on  the 
great  African  continent  are  forwarded  to  our 
Cape  Town  office  for  attention  and  mem- 
bership records  of  people  living  in  the  Bel- 
gian Congo,  the  Gold  Coast,  or  Egypt  are 
kept  in  our  files. 

Because  of  the  vastness  of  territory  and 
the  scattered  white  population,  proselyting 
work  of  the  Church  in  Africa  has  so  far 
been  confined  to  the  Union  although,  no 
doubt,  in  the  future  will  be  extended  to 
many  other  countries.  In  the  Rhodesias  we 
have  personally  met  government  officials  and 
discussed  the  possibility  of  having  our  mis- 
sionaries go  there  to  do  proselyting  work. 
In  these  countries  will  be  found  a  most  fer- 
tile field  for  missionary  work. 

There  are  about  fifty  members  of  the 
Church  living  in  Northern  and  Southern 
Rhodesia.  This  number  includes  many  de- 
voted, faithful  members  of  the  Church  who 
keep  in  close  touch  with  us  by  corre- 
spondence, but  whose  work  has  taken  them 
to  the  countries  Northward.  Occasionallv 
missionaries  enroute  home  visit  these  iso- 
lated members,  and  each  Mission  Presi- 
dent since  President  Don  Mack  Dalton  has 
made  at  least  one  visit  to  contact  members 
in  Southern  Rhodesia.  Since  Sister  Wright 
and  I  have  been  here  we  have  been  anxious 
to  visit  members  of  the  Church  in  the  Rho- 
desias, and  have  been  particularly  anxious 
to  travel  to  Northern  Rhodesia  where 
several  of  our  good  people  are  holding  meet- 
ings and  preaching  the  Gospel  to  their  neigh- 
bours, and  where  a  visit  of  a  Mission  Pre- 
sident has  never  been  accomplished  in  the 
past.  Though  such  an  extensive  trip  re- 
quires considerable  time,  we  finally  decided 
to  travel  in  that  direction  instead  of  tour- 
ing the  Mission  during  April  and  Mav  of 
this  year. 

After  holding  District  Conference  in  the 
Transvaal  on  March  29,  and  interviewing 
members    and    missionaries,    Sister    Wright 


By 

PRESIDENT  EVAN   P.   WRIGHT 

and  I  departed  March  29  for  the  North. 
We  then  spent  the  next  five  weeks  visiting 
in  the  beautiful  countries  of  the  "colossus," 
Cecil  John  Rhodes.  During  our  visit  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  practically  all 
of  the  L.D.S.  people  in  the  Rhodesias. 

Throughout  much  of  our  travels  I  had  to 
forego  the  use  of  my  electric  shaver  and  in 
some  remote  sections  our  bath  water  had 
to  be  hauled  by  ox  sled  for  four  or  five 
miles.  However,  it  brought  joy  to  our 
hearts  to  witness  the  devotion  to  the  Church 
of  the  good  people  we  visited.  They  are 
studying  and  living  the  gospel  in  their  lives 
and  in  their  homes,  and  we  beheld  the 
wonderful  growth  in  the  lives  of  people  who 
are  faithful. 

Wherever  we  went  gracious  hospitality 
was  extended  to  us  by  Church  members 
and  friends.  Cars  were  provided  whenever 
possible,  and  it  was  pleasant  to  stay  with 
these  good  friends  in  the  homes  and  partake 
of  the  meals  and  other  hospitality. 

At  Luanshya  Elder  Fred  J.  Spear,  a 
loyal  member  whose  lot  seems  to  be  to  help 
establish  new  frontiers,  was  set  apart  as  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  Church  in  Northern 
Rhodesia.  For  some  time  past  Elder  Spear 
and  his  family,  together  with  the  Douglas 
Charsley  Family  of  Luanshya  and  the  Wil- 
liam Jubbers  of  N'Dola  have  met  regularly 
to  hold  Sunday  School  and  Sacrament  ser- 
vices. Sister  Iris  Fourie  and  family  ar- 
rived in  N'Dola  to  make  their  home  the 
day  we  left  and  will  help  swell  the  num- 
bers as  will  the  Gilbersons  and  Sister  Mor- 
gan,  formerly  of  Cape  Town. 

On  the  first  Sunday  of  our  trip  we  were 
at  N'Dola.  On  that  day  Brother  Jubber 
asked  me  to  baptise  his  son,  Walter.  When 
we  arrived  at  the  Itawa  River,  Brother 
Jubber  warned  me  not  to  get  in  the  water 
too  deep,  as  there  were  crocodiles  and  one 
might  pull  me  in. 

Our  hearts  were  deeply  touched  at  Mor- 
gan,   which    place    was    practically    without 
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water,  where  Brother  Paul  Yiljoen  had 
saved  water  over  a  period  of  some  weeks 
so  that  his  daughter  could  be  baptised  in 
a  galvanized  iron  tank  where  the  water  was 
stored. 

Most  of  the  people  visited  reside  in 
Southern  Rhodesia.  In  Salisbury,  Bula- 
wayo,  Shangani,  Morgan  and  Victoria  Falls 
meetings  were  held.  Usually  there  were 
few  people,  perhaps  just  a  single  f amity  pre- 
sent, but  other  times  many  good  people  were 
in  attendance. 

One  stop  we  made,  which  was  repre- 
sentative of  others,  was  at  Shangani  where 
we  spent  three  days  with  Sister  Cecilia  Jub- 
ber  and  Sister  Johanna  Nolte.  I  first  visi- 
ted that  place  seventeen  years  ago  enroute 
home  from  my  first  Mission.  At  that  time 
my  companion  and  I  killed  a  sixteen  foot 
python  and  that  story  has  often  met  me 
in  my  travels  since.  Sister  Nolte  travelled 
25  miles  each  way  by  donkey  cart  to  be 
with  us  this  time.  It  brought  tears  of  happi- 
ness to  us  to  witness  the  bonds  of  love 
which  those  dear  sisters  feel  for  us  and 
other  Church  members  even  though  they 
are  so  isolated  from  other  Church  con- 
tacts.    Each  day  there  we  spent  the  time 


discussing  Gospel  principles  and  news  "t 
the  Church  in  South  Africa.  At  night  we 
held  meetings  to  partake  of  the  sacrament 
and  to  bear  testimony. 

In  Salisbury  it  was  a  real  pleasure  to  visil 
Elder  and  Sister  Don  Crane  together  with 
Sister  Maud  Jubber.  Sunday  sacrament  meet- 
ing was  held  in  their  home.  A  wonderful  cot- 
tage meeting  was  held  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Mary  Maxwell  where  we  were  entertained 
by  her  mother,  Sister  Dorothy  Somer- 
ville.  Members  of  the  Cumorah  Ouartettt 
prior  to  their  departure,  in  addition  to  mem- 
bers, were  in  attendance.  Sister  Maxwell 
was  unable  to  be  present  as  she  was  in  the 
nursing  home  with  her  new  baby  daughter, 
but  before  leaving  that  beautiful  city  Sister 
Wright  and  I  were  thrilled  to  meet  in  the 
home  again  and  bless  Baby  Diana  Mary 
Maxwell. 

The  Cumorah  Quartette  sang  before 
large  audiences  at  a  theatre  every  night  for 
a  week,  and  received  a  most  enthusiasts 
reception.  They  also  sang  for  the  Rotary 
Club  at  their  weekly  meeting,  and  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  addressing  that  group  about 
our  missionary  work  and  the  divine  claims 
of  the  restored  Church. 

(Continued  on  page  91) 


H(, 


CUMORAH'S   SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 


June,    1950. 


OUR   WORK 


IN    THE    WORLD 


One  hundred  twenty  years  ago  today  six 
members  constituted  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  Today  more 
than  a  million  souls  claim  membership  in 
the  Church,  and  this  morning  the  Taber- 
nacle is  filled  to  over-flowing  and  many 
hundreds  more  are  in  the  Assembly  Hall 
and  on  the  grounds.  It  does  not  seem  possi- 
ble that  so  many  people  could  be  here  this 
morning. 

But  this  morning  we  are  here  in  great 
numbers,  and  this  morning  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  is  here,  and  all  of  us  who  have  come 
prepared  to  be  edified  under  the  influence 
of  the  same,  will  not  go  away  disappointed. 

Conditions  in  the  world  remind  us  of 
the  fact  that  our  Heavenly  Father,  knowing 
what  would  occur,  realizing  that  the  people 
of  the  world  were  not  paying  attention  to 
him  and  that  those  who  were  in  charge  of 
religious  worship  in  the  various  nations  of 
the  earth  had  disregarded  his  teachings  — 
and  so,  knowing  this,  a  little  over  a  hundred 
and  twenty  years  ago,  he  called  just  a  boy 
not  15  years  of  age,  one  who  had  not  been 
spoiled  by  the  philosophies  of  men,  but 
who  believed  in  God  sufficiently  to  go  out 
in  the  woods  and  ask  tho  Lord  which  ol 
all  the  churches  he  should  join.  He  was 
no  doubt  astonished  when  the  Father  and 
the  Son  appeared  to  him  and  told  him  to 
join  none  of  them,  that  they  were  all 
astray. 

As  a  result  of  that  remarkable  experience 
of  Joseph  Smith  as  a  boy,  we  see  in  the 
world  today  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men 
and  women  who  have  turned  to  our 
Heavenly  Father,  who  have  understood  the 
purpose  of  life,  and  who  have  accepted  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord.  Today 
we  have  more  than  5,000  of  our  brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  Church  scattered  through- 
out the  world  as  missionaries  urging  the 
people  of  the  world  not  merely  to  be  satis- 
fied with  what  they  now  have,  but  to  seek 
the  Lord  and  go  on,  with  the  promise  that 
if  they  will  do  that,  they  may  know  the 
truth   because   the   Lord   "himself   has   said, 


DIGEST    OE    ADDRESS 
BY 

Pres.  GEORGE    ALBERT   SMITH 

Given    at    120th    Annual   Conference  of  the 

Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints 

in  Salt  Lake  City  Utah,   U.S.A. 

"If  any  man  will  do  this  (God's)  will,  he- 
shall  know  of  the  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of 
God,  or  whether  I  speak  of  myself." 

Our  work  in  the  world  my  bretheren  and 
sisters,  is  to  reach  out  after  all  of  our 
Heavenly  Father's  children  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  if  we  do  that  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  will  dwell  in  our  souls,  and  we  will  be 
happy,  and  our  homes  will  be  the  abiding 
place  of  his  Holy  Spirit. 

When  we  realize  the  uncertainty  that 
exists  in  the  world  today,  realize  that  the 
strongest  nations  of  the  earth  as  well  as  the 
weaker  ones  are  arming  to  the  teeth  pre- 
paring for  war,  we  ma)'  know  that  it  is 
only  a  question  of  time,  unless  they  re- 
pent of  their  sins  and  turn  to  God,  that  war 
will  come,  and  not  only  war,  but  pesti- 
lence, and  other  destruction  until  the  human 
family  will  disappear  from  the  earth. 

The  world  does  not  know  that,  brothers 
and  sisters.  Our  Father's  other  children 
who  are  in  different  parts  of  the  earth  do 
not  understand  that  —  those  who  are  not 
members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints.  They  have  an  idea  that 
they  can  legislate  and  fight  it  out,  but  there 
is  only  one  way  to  enjoy  peace  and  happi- 
ness in  this  world,  and  that  is  for  the  child- 
ren of  men  to  repent  of  their  sins,  turn  to  the 
Lord,  honour  him  and  keep  his  command- 
ments.    That  is  the  only  way. 

Because  the  Lord  knew  that,  120  years 
ago  he  established  his  Church,  and  from 
that  time  until  now  his  sons  and  daughters 
have  been  going  through  the  world  pleading 
for  the  opportunity  to  share  with  their 
fellows   the   joy  and   happiness  that  results 
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from  keeping   the  commandments  of   God. 

I  am  very  grateful  indeed  to  be  here  this 
morning.  Since  I  was  here  with  you  last, 
I  have  not  been  in  many  parts  of  the 
world,  but  I  have  travelled  some,  and  I 
have  found  faithful  members  of  the  Church, 
found  the  wards  and  branches  of  the  Church 
increasing  in  some  sections  to  the  point 
that  their  meeting  houses  will  not  hold 
them.  The  result  is  that  two  wards,  and 
in  some  cases  three  wards  have  to  meet  in 
the  same  house. 

Since  World  War  II  closed  we  have  built 
more  than  200  meeting  houses  and  dedi- 
cated them,  and  we  are  still  building,  but  are 
short  of  places  in  which  our  people  may 
worship.  The  Church  has  increased  during 
the  past  year  more  than  any  other  year 
since  it  was  organized.  It  is  not  our  Church. 
It  is  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  God  gave 
it  the  name,  and  it  is  flourishing.  How 
happy  we  should  be,  not  that  we  have  in- 
creased in  numbers  in  the  organization  that 
we  belong  to,  but  that  more  of  our  Father's 
children,  more  of  his  sons  and  daughters, 
have  been  brought  to  an  understanding  of 
the  truth,  and  are  coming  in  his  organi- 
zation that  he  prepared  to  teach  us  the  way 
of  life  and  lead  us  along  the  pathway  to 
eternal  happiness. 

This  is  the  work  of  the  Lord.  This  is 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  we  have 
all  the  blessings  that  may  be  enjoyed  by 
anybody  any  place  in  the  world.  That  is 
what  the  Lord  promised.  "But  seek  ye 
first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteous- 
ness; and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  un- 
to you." 

Think  of  our  opportunities.  There  is  not 
a  desirable  blessing,  and  all  blessings  are 
desirable,  that  we  may  wish  to  have  that 
we  may  not  enjoy  if  we  are  faithful  to 
God  and  honour  our  membership  in  His 
Church.  He  has  promised  us  that  all  things 
will  come  to  us,  if  we  are  righteous. 

I  am  sure  that  as  we  come  together  to 
Worship  we  will  go  from  here  feeling  grate- 
ful that  we  have  had  this  privilege.  Now 
again,  may  I  say  this  is  not  the  Church  of 
Joseph  Smith  nor  any  of  those  who  have 
succeeded  him  in  the  presidencv.  This  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-da v  Saints, 
named  by  his  father. 

I  bear  you  witness  of  it  in  love  and  with 
a  desire  that  all  of  our  Father's  children 
may  learn  the  truth  and  accept  of  it  in  the 
Name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


ADDRESS 

Given     by    Jim      B.     Sharp    at     General 
Conference  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Many  of  you  think  of  Africa  as  being  the 
dark  continent,  and  of  the  animals  and  oi 
the  natives,  but  for  300  years  the  white 
people  have  been  settling  in  that  land,  and 
thev  have  been  doing  a  wonderful  work. 
Many  of  our  relatives  are  there,  who  fled 
to  that  laud  for  religious  freedom. 


President  Sharp 

When  I  think  of  mingling  with  fine  men 
and  women  who  someday  shall  become 
members  of  this  Church,  I  rejoice  in  the 
choice  men  and  women,  sons  and  daughters 
of  God  who  have  accepted  the  gospel  ot 
Jesus  Christ  in  that  land. 

Generally  speaking  the  missionaries  there 
are  well.  They  are  doing  a  fine  work.  They 
are  searching  out  the  honest  in  he?rt.  The 
Lord  is  blessing  them  richly  as  they  serve 
him  and  are  diligent  in  the  work. 

When  I  went  into  the  South  African  Mis- 
sion I  went  there  feeling  that  certainly  un- 
less the  Lord  blessed  me  as  he  did  Nephi  of 
old  that  I  could  never  accomplish  the  work- 
that  was  mine  to  do.  But  as  these  ex- 
periences came,  arid  these  responsibilities 
came,  I  beer  witness  to  you,  just  as  these 
responsibilities  came  so  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord  came  also  to  guide  and  direct  and  to 
assist  in  the  work  that  was  ours  to  do. 
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In  contrasting  the  world  in  which  we  live 
today  and  that  world  in  which  our  parents 
and  grandparents  lived,  one  cannot  help 
but  notice  the  great  change  which  has  taken 
place  within  our  society.  Had  one  of  the 
almost  forgotten  past  been  able  to  foresee 
our  present  civilisation  he  would  have  un- 
doubtedly thought  what  a  strange  world 
you  and  I  are  living  in.  The  turn  of  the 
century  has  seen  the  era  of  the  horse  and 
buggy  yield  to  that  of  the  automobile  and 
the  aeroplane,  and  distances  which  once 
took  months  to  conquer  are  now  covered  in 
a  matter  of  hours.  The  advance  of  science 
and  industry  has  changed  the  mode  of 
living  almost  beyond  recognition.  Modern 
electric  lighting  has  long  since  replaced  the 
candle  and  gaslight,  and  developments  in 
other  fields  are  equally  astounding.  To- 
day, with  the  recent  discovery  of  atomic 
power,  the  world  stands  at  the  dawn  of  a 
new  era  which  promises  even  greater 
changes  in  a  changing  world. 

Likewise,  there  has  been  a  proportionate 
change  in  the  social  structure  of  these  two 
worlds.     The  motion  picture,  the  night  club, 
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and  the  sports  ground  are  but  a  few  ol 
the  elements  of  our  civilisation  today  which 
challenge  the  home  and  the  church  as  the 
social  centres  of  the  community.  Where 
the  younger  generation  of  a  century  ago 
found  little,  with  which  to  divide  their  at- 
tention between  home  and  church,  it  today 
finds  the  many  factors  of  a  complex  society 
vying  for  this  attention.  Interests  in  the 
family  unit  which  once  bound  the  home 
and  family  closely  together  are  now  almost 
universally  turned  to  the  social  pleasures  of 
this  fast  moving  age.  The  home  of  yester- 
day, which  knew  very  little  such  com- 
petition, developed  strong  family  ties  and 
encouraged  associations  between  parents 
and  children  which  were  very  intimate. 
What  a  contrast  between  this  and  the  oft 
repeated  scene  of  our  present  society  where 
elements  such  as  that  of  divorce  have 
ruined  home  and  family  ties.  The  social 
world  of  yesterday  would  have  stood  aghast 
with  horror  could  they  have  seen  the  con- 
dition  of  the  family  of   the  present  world. 

W7hereas  yesterday  social  disapproval,  as 
well  as  personal  conviction,  could  seldom 
have  allowed  a  man  to  neglect  his  religious 
duties,  today  the  trend  of  society  en- 
courages such  behaviour.  Once  'crowded 
churches  now  stand  empty  because  the 
sports  ground  now  offers  greater  entertain- 
ment than  the  church.  Men  seemingly  have 
forsaken  their  Maker  to  keep  abreast  of  the 
social  pleasures  of  our  world.  Indeed,  the 
social  changes  of  our  society  have  been  just 
as  great  as  those  changes  in  science  and  in- 
dustry. 

Were  it  not  for  the  gradual  transition  be- 
tween these  two  worlds,  one  would  exclaim 
that    such    a    transformation    would   be  im- 
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possible.  Those  who  have  witnessed  such 
a  change  in  the  two  worlds  have  found  that 
new  ideas  swiftly  took  their  place,  and  the 
change  was  taken  for  granted,  but  the 
youth  of  today,  who  knows  no  yesterday, 
suddenly  finds  the  responsibilities  of  our 
perplexing  society  thrust  squarely  upon  his 
shoulders.  To  cope  with  such  a  problem 
truly  presents  a  challenge  to  youth. 

At  a  single  glance,  one  might  draw  the 
conclusion  that  the  youth  of  today  is  greatly 
handicapped  by  living  in  such  a  topsy- 
turvy world,  but  upon  close  analysis,  such 
an  hypothesis  may  be  proved  untrue.  Our 
world  of  today  not  only  offers  problems  to 
youth,  but  also  untold  opportunities,  op- 
portunities for  you  and  I,  the  younger  gene- 
ration, to  learn  and  progress  in  many  fields 
unknown  to  our  forefathers.  The  dreams 
which  people  hardly  dared  dream  three 
score  years  ago  are  today  commonplace  to 
all.  Such  opportunities  are  new,  and  are 
offered    exclusively   to    our   generation. 

Do  we,  the  youth  of  today,  need  to  allow 
our  family  ties  to  suffer  because  of  the  so- 
cial influences  of  our  age?  True,  there  are 
many  elements  which  tend  to  disrupt  family 
life  and  make  home  no  more  than  a  place 
to  eat  and  sleep,  but  in  spite  of  such  diffi- 
culties our  homes  and  families  may  become 
something  very  beautiful  and  sacred.  Our 
families  need  not  be  overshadowed  by 
clouds  of  divorce.  But  to  make  our  family 
unit  strong  in  such  a  troubled  world  pre- 
sents a  challenge,  and  when  we  have  met 
this  challenge,  and  overcome  the  obstacles 
in  the  path,  our  home  will  be  much  stronger 
than  those  who  were  bound  together  because 
of  necessity,  for  they  will  be  bound  to- 
gether- because  of  love  one  for  another. 


Elder  Robinson 

And  what  of  our  religion?  Do  the  sports 
of  our  fast  moving  world  need  to  interfere 
with  our  search  for  eternal  truth?  Do  we 
need  to  sacrifice  our  faith  and  beliefs  to  ap- 
pease the  crying  of  a  sick  world?  God  has- 
never  forsaken  those  who  truly  seek  him. 
The  youth  of  today  who  will  not  be  in- 
fluenced by  our  darkened  world  in  his  search 
for  truth  may  find  more  of  the  eternal  truths 
of  God  than  any  previous  generation. 
These  truths  are  youth's  today,  if  he  will 
but  accept  the  challenge. 

Many  will  not  accept  the  challenge.  They 
will  choose  to  follow  an  easier  path,  one 
which  is  smooth  runs  downhill.  Those  who 
do  accept  it  will  not  find  the  path  smooth  or 
the  grade  downhill.  For  these,  there  will 
be  many  rough  spots,  and  very  little  coast- 
ing, for  the  path  to  true  and  unfading 
happiness  is  an  uphill  climb.  To  those  who- 
persevere,  strength  will  be  given  to  attain 
the  goal,  and  in  achieving  their  destination 
they  will  see  their  dreams  become  a  reality, 
and  their  joy  and  happiness  will  be  be- 
yond expression. 

Youth,  the  sun  is  but  now  rising  in  our 
life.  Too  soon  it  will  be  setting,  and  the 
path  lost  from  sight.  The  challenge  must 
be  accepted  not  tomorrow,  but  today.  Not 
many  years  will  pass  'till  we  will  be  look- 
ing back  upon  the  years  we  are  now  living. 
Our  future  memories  will  be  something 
marvelous  to  reflect  upon  if  we  will  but 
sieze  the  challenge  and  strive  daily  to  live 
the  commandments  of  our  God.  The 
future  has  never  been  brighter  than  it  is 
for  the  youth  of  today  who  will  accept  the 
challenge.    Will  we  accept  it? 
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MISSION   LEADERSHIP 
Conference    to    be    Held 

Under  the  supervision  of  the  Mission  Pre- 
sidency a  special  Leadership  Conference   is 

being  planned  for  the  end  of  the  year.  In- 
vitations are  being  extended  to  all  Mission 
Officers,  Supervising  Elders,  District  and 
Branch  Presidencies.  Dates  have  been 
tentatively  set  at  November  30  through 
December  2.  This  conference  will  follow  a 
conference  being  planned  for  Supervising 
Elders  and  Mission  Officers. 

All  members  of  District  and  Branch  Pre- 
sidencies are  cordially  invited  to  attend,  but 
the  Mission  Presidency  desires  that  a  spe- 
cial effort  be  made  to  have  at  least  one  mem- 
ber from  each  officiating  group  present  in 
Cape  Town  for  the  Conference. 

It  is  suggested  that  each  Branch  should 
raise  funds,  through  concerts  or  other  such 
activities  to  defray  the  expenses  of  each 
official  delegate. 

In  Branches  where  Missionaries  serve  as 
Branch  Presidents,  it  is  requested  that  a 
local  person  be  chosen  to  attend  the  Con- 
ference along  with  the  missionary  in  charge. 
This  will  provide  an  opportunity  to  have  as 
many  local  people  as  possible  participating 
at  the  meetings  and  get  their  point  of  view. 
Only  official  delegates  are  invited  to  attend 
so  that  the  maximum  amount  of  work  may 
be  accomplished  in  the  minimum  amount  of 
time. 

The  Mission  Presidency  will  endeavour 
to  provide  housing  with  local  members  and 
special  activities  and  socials  will  be  part  of 
the  programme.  The  principal  business, 
however,  will  be  a  series  of  meetings  to  dis- 
cuss our  local  affairs  and  problems  so  that 
the  best  results  can  be  accomplished  in 
leadership  and  activities  throughout  the 
South  African  Mission. 

The  Conference  of  Mission  Officers  and 
Supervising  Elders  will  begin  on  November 
25  and  continue  through  November  29.  The 
Missionaries  will  then  join  with  the  Branch 
and  District  Presidencies  in  the  Leadership 
conference. 

The  plans  for  these  conferences  are  still 
in  their  formative  state  and  charges  and 
additions  will  be  decided  on  later.  Addi- 
tional information  will  be  ;ssued  at  a  later 
date. 


MAINTAIN 

A 

CHURCH  LIBRARY 

Excellent    Additions 
NEW  WITNESS  FOR  CHRIST 

By   KIRKHAM 12  6 

ESSENTIALS  IN  CHURCH 
HISTORY 


By  SMITH 


13  9 


Special   Offer 

BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE 
CHURCH 

By  ANDERSON 1/- 

A  fine  digest  of  the  History 
of  the  Restoration  and  the 
events  that  followed. 


FOR  MELCHIZEDEK 
PRIESTHOOD   CLASSES 

Documentary  History 
Vol.  4 12  6 

• 

MONEY  SHOULD  ACCOMPANY 

ORDER 

L.D.S,  BOOK  STORE 

"CUMORAH"   MAIN   ROAD 
MOWBRAY,  C.P. 


Jane,    1950. 


CUMORAH'S   SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 


'/I 


OUT  1 1 


I 


/, 


ricaii 


on 


PRESIDENT  YARN  AND  ELDER 
DALTON  TOUR  MISSION 

President  E.  R.  Yarn,  first  counsellor  in 
the  Mission  Presidency,  is  now  finishing  a 
short  tour  of  the  Mission.  He  is  visiting  the 
branches  that  President  Wright  was  unable 
to  meet  with  on  his  recent  trip.  Elder 
George  E.  Dalton,  Mission  Secretary  is 
making  a  separate  tour  in  connection  with 
the  records  of  the  branches. 

President  Yarn  began  his  tour  in  Durban, 
May  14,  where  branch  conference  was  held. 
He  also  visited  with  friends  and  members  in 
that  city.  His  itinerary  then  took  him  to 
East  London  where  conference  was  held  on 
May  21,  and  then  to  Port  Elizabeth  on  Ma}' 
28. 

After  a  short  visit  in  Cape  Town,  where 
he  addressed  Sunday  worshippers  on  June 
4,  he  concluded  his  trip  in  Bloemfontein 
where  conference  was  held  on  June  11. 

The  purpose  of  Elder  Dalton 's  tour  is  to 
acquaint  Branch  officers  with  the  proper 
procedure  in  keeping  the  records  of  the 
Church,  especially  the  financial  ones.  After 
meeting  with  the  officers  of  the  Transvaal 
District  on  June  5,  he  journeyed  to  Durban, 
East  London  and  Port  Elizabeth,  on  June 
7 ,  9,  10,  respectively. 


ALL  TRANSVAAL  MEMBERS 

Remember  the  M.I. A.  Gold  and  Green 

Ball 

where? SPRINGS     TOWN     HALL 

when? 23      JUNE,      1950 

In   Aid  of   the  Springs   Building  Fund. 
Tickets    15/-   Double. 

Come  Ra.mah  .  .  .  Come  Pretoria 
.  .  .  Come  Northwestern  .  .  .  Come 
Krugersdorp  .  .  .  Come  Vereeniging 

Also      Cumorah      and      any      other 

branch    thai    wishes    to    come. 

We      can      accommodate. 

GOOD   MUSIC   —   GOOD   EATS   — 
A  VERY   GOOD  CAUSE 

I.   C.    Louw, 
Branch  President. 


BRAZILIANS   VISIT 
CUMORAH 

Lothario    Boutin,     a    businessman     from 

Curitiba,  Brazil,  and  his  son,  Ivo,  paid  a 
short  visit  to  Cumorah  while  on  their  tour  of 
the  Union  and  the  Rhodesias.  En- 
deavouring to  find  Elder  Danial  Sorensen. 
whose  cousin  they  had  met  in  their  home 
country,  the  two  South  Americans  were 
given  the  Mission  headquarters  address  here. 

They  have  been  friends  .of  the  Elders 
labouring  in  the  Brazillian  Mission  for 
several  years.  Ivo  has  been  attending  the 
home  services  that  are  held  in  his  home 
town.  The  Boutins  have  also  entertained 
the  missionaries  in  their  home  there. 


TO    THE     RHODESIAS 

By  President  E.  P.  Wright. 
(Continued  from  page  85) 

the  pleasure  of  speaking  to  many  people 
about  the  Gospel,  but  places  were  scattered 
over  a  large  area  and  only  comparatively 
few  contacted  considering  the  numbers  that 
we  would  have  met  with  if  we  had  gone 
to  each  Branch  of  the  Mission  as  we  usually 
do  on  tour.  At  times  we  wondered  if  it  were 
proper  for  us  to  spend  so  much  time  in 
contacting  relatively  few,  but  the  affirmative 
answer  came  to  us  as  we  saw  the  joy  of 
members  as  we  discussed  the  Pearls  of 
Great  Price  of  the  Gospel. 

We  look  forward  to  further  contacts  by 
letter  and  through  Elders  labouring  there 
with  the  members  of  the  Church  in  those 
countries  who  have  chosen  to  live  the  Gos- 
pel in  their  lives.  May  our  Heavenly 
Father  bless  these  true  Latter-day  Saint- 
people  and  reveal  even  further  the  meaning 
of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Throughout  our  trip  we  travelled  by 
train,  car  and  plane  and  altogether  con- 
siderable   distance    was    covered.      We    had 
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THE    RAMAH    PRIMARY    IN    ACTION 


On  May  7.  Sister  Lloyd,  as  Primary 
Mother,  conducted  a  very  fine  evening  ser- 
vice with  the  aid  of  the   Primary  children 

and   their  teachers.      In   word  and  song   the 
children  told  what   Primary  meant  to  them. 
Their  sweet  voices  were  raised  in  song  under 
the    baton    of    Sister    Margaret    Yarn    with 
Primary  pianist.  Evanine  Stark,  accompany 
ing  them.      Their  sweet  earnest   voices  and 
serious  faces  and   the  orderly  rendering   oi 
the    programme    made    everyone    proud    of 
them,  and  is  strong  evidence  of  the  wonder 
ful  work  being  c;  rried  out  by  the  Primary 
workers.      Sister    Lloyd    has    be:-n    assisted 
by  Sisters   M  Adams.   Clare  Ninow,   Mercia 
Tewson,   Mabel   Donly  and  Chorister  Sister 
Margaret    Yarn.      We    are    anticipating    the 
next  Primary  service  with  pleasure. 

According  to  Sister  Johanna  Fourie,  Mis- 
sion Primary  supervisor,  the  Ramah  Branch 
Primary  is  the  outstanding  Primary  of  the 
Mission.      Under    the    supervision    of    Sister 


Ramah    Primarj 

Phyllis  Lloyd  the  group  has  grown  in  num- 
bers and  strength.  There  are  several  mem- 
bers of  the  group  that  are  not  members  of 
the  Church.  Through  the  assistance  of  a 
fine  staff  of  teachers  the  younger  children 
are  being  taught  the  principles  of  the  gospel 
in  a  way  that  they  can  understand. 


RELIEF   SOCIETY    CORNER 


The  Relief  Society  Cook  book  will  be  ready 
for  sale  in  one  weeks'  time,  according  to 
Jean  D.  Wright,  Mission  society  president. 
A  limited  number  of  copies  are  available  so 
orders  should  be  sent  to  Sister  Wright  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Because  of  the  high  cost  of  printing  and 
some   of   the   recipes   contributed   by   ladies 


living  in  out-lying  districts  were  received  a 
little  late,  not  all  contributions  were  printed 
in  the  book.  But  blank  pages  were  left  in 
the  back  of  the  book  and  the  recipes  not 
included  will  be  run  in  the  CSM  for  in- 
sertion in  the  cook  book.  The  first  one 
appears  below.  It  was  contributed  by 
Johanna  Jubber  Nolte,  Ebley  Farm,  Grey- 
stone,   Southern  Rhodesia. 


GREAN   MEALIE   BREAD 

Johanna  Nolte 

Cut  the  corn  off  the  cob  and  run  through  mincer  until  you  have  4 
cups  of  corn  and  juice.     Then  add: — ■ 

2  teaspoons  baking  powder; 

1  pinch  salt; 

3-4  teaspoons  sugar; 

Mix  and  bake  in  moderate  oven  slowly— or  steam  for  2  hours. 
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Elder    Higham 


Elder  Barton 


Elder   Niven 


Elders  J.  Enrol  Niven  and  Dell  P.  Higham 
sailed  for  homo,  May  12,  aboard  the  "Athlone 
Gastle."  Elder  Niven  has  laboured  in  Johan- 
nesburg, Boksburg,  Cape  Town,  where  he  served 
as  District  Clerk,  and  in  East  London,  where  he 
was  District  President.  Elder  Higham  laboured 
in    Johannesburg,    Cape    Town,    where    he    served 
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ORDINATIONS    TO    THE    PRIESTHOOD. 

Noel  Storey  was  ordained  a  Deacon,  May  21, 
by  President  D.  A.  Cherrett,  an  elder,  in  Bell- 
ville,  C.P. 

BIRTHS 

A  daughter  was  born  to  Cecil  and  Mary  Wiblin 
in  Durban. 

BLESSINGS 

Shenagh  Maria  Anita  McCallum  daughter  of 
Hugo  and  Mona  McCullum,  was  blessed  April 
30,   by  Elder  Richard  Heilbut  in  East  London. 

Andre'  le  Rouse,  son  of  Hilda  le  Rouse,  was 
blessed,  May  31,  by  Elder  Peter  G.  Russel,  at 
Cumorah. 

BAPTISMS 

Walter  Taylor  Jubber,  son  of  William  and 
Johanna  Jubber  was  baptised  and  confirmed  by 
Evan  P.  Wright,  April  2,  in  N'Dola,  Northern 
Rhodesia. 

Pamela  Alice  Wande  was  baptised  by  Elder 
Robert  Thorn  and  confirmed  by  Elder  George 
Albright,    April    23,    at    Ramah,    Johannesburg. 


as   Mission    Historian,    and   Port   Elizabeth,    where 
he    was    District     President. 

Elder  J.  Golden  Barton  left  for  home  on  May 
26,  aboard  the  "Edinburgh  Castle."  He  laboured 
in  Cape  Town,  Johannesburg,  Florida,  Bloem- 
fontein,  the  Mission  Office  where  he  served  as 
Mission   Historian,    and   again   in   Johannesburg. 


Transfers.  .  . 


Elder  Arthur  W.  Wiscomb  was  transferred 
from  Rondebosch,  Cape  District,  to  Port  Eliza- 
beth to  labour  with  Elder  Quick  on  May  25. 
Elder  Gail  S.  Young  was  transferred  from  Port 
Elizabth  to  Fish  Hoek,  Cape  District,  to  labour 
with  Elder  Pec-k  on  May  25.  Elder  Floyd  Lea- 
vitt  was  transferred  from  Fish  Hoek,  Cape 
District  to  Devil's  Peak  to  labour  with  Elder 
Talbot   on   May   29. 


Dorathea  Johanna  Sawyer  was  baptised  by 
Elder  Donald  E.  Toomey  and  confirmed  bv 
Elder  John  A.  Taylor.  April  2.  al  Ramah,  Jo- 
hannesburg. 

Martha  Maria  Francina  Zinn  was  baptised  by 
Elder  George  E.  Dalton  and  confirmed  bv  Elder 
Dale  E.   Talbot   at   Cumorah,   May  31. 

Hilda  Ida  Blanche  le  Rouse  was  baptised  by 
Elder  George  E.  Dalton  and  confirmed  by  Elder 
Peter  G.    Russell   at    Cumorah   on   May   31. 

DEATHS 
The  infant   daughter  of  Steven  and  Agnes  Wil- 
son Griffiths  which  was  born  on  May  25,  died  on 
May    26,    because    of  complications   that   arose   at 

birth. 
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District  Highlights  .  .  . 


CAPE    DISTRICT 

District     President:      Daniel     A.     Cherrett,      14, 
Serpentine     Pinelands,   Cape    Town. 
MOWBRAY    BRANCH 

Branch   President:    Alvin*.   Park,   "St.  George's 
\  ilia,"     Forrest     Road,     Rondebosch,     Cape 

Tow  n. 

Reported  by   Sister  Beatriee  E.  Smith 

Mutual  had  the  Mrsl  functions  oi  the  "merry 
month  of  May"  in  hand.  They  began  with  a 
in  tsure  hunt"  on  May  2.  A  trail  of  clues  was 
laid  by  Brother  Andy  Fourie.  This  trail  was 
confused  by  the  gentleman  who  destroyed  one 
of  the  clues.  However,  it  all  added  to  the  fun  of 
the  evening  in  the  opinion  of  the  treasure- 
hunters. 

The  great  event  of  the  month  was  the  second 
carnival  dance  held  on  May  6.  Elder  Dalton 
was  organiser  and  he  certainly  organised  a  suc- 
cess. The  games  booths  were  well -patronised. 
Hammond's  orchestra  provided  the  music  for  the 
dancers.  The  refreshment  corner  was  kept  very 
busy. 

We  have  had  a  great  number  of  visitors  from 
other  branches  this  month.  First  of  these  were 
Sister  Phyllis-Nicholls,  of  Johannesburg,  and  her 
daughter,  Denise.  Brother  and  Sister  Mans  of 
Northwestern  were  with  us  for  District  Conference 
on  May  14;  while  Sister  Gwen  Ingram  and  Joyce 
Wahlburn  joined  us  for  Mother's  Day  services, 
May  21. 

Sister  Dorothy  Ann  Smith  was  married  to  Mr. 
Francois  Jacobus  de  Villiers  on  May  13.  The 
ceremony  was  performed  at  "Cumorah"  by  Mr. 
F.  S.  Olivier,  the  Apostolic  Minister  of  Good- 
wood. President  Wright  was  scheduled  to  per- 
form the  ceremony,  but  because  of  car  trouble 
he  failed  to  return  in  time.  The  bride,  who  wore 
the  traditional  white,  was  attended  by  her  two 
sisters.  The  flower  girl  was  the  bride's  niece, 
Mavis  Louw. 

Our  District  Conference  was  hefd  on  May  14. 
It  was  indeed  a  joy  to  see  so  many  members  from 
the  other  branches  in  the  chapel  at  both  ser- 
vices. The  morning  programme  was  composed 
mainly  of  items  by  Sunday  School  members. 
President  Cherrett  was  the  main  speaker. 

It  was  grand  to  welcome  President  and  Sister 
Wright  back  and  to  hear  from  them  at  the 
evening  session.  They,  with  Elder  Gardner,  were 
the   speaker 

Mother's  Day  was  celebrated  on  May  21,  and 
a  fine  programme  was  arranged  by  the  branch 
Sunday  school.  Talks  were  given  by  members 
from  the  various  departments  bv  both  the  child- 
ren and  the  adults.  Along  with  the  recitations 
were  musical  numbers  by  members.  Carnations 
were    given    to    all    of    the    mothers    present . 

Sister  Johanna  Smith  is  recovering  from  the 
effects  of  a  broken  arm.  Sister  Leonora  Zinn 
sustained  some  bad  bruises  and  cuts  as  the  result 
of  a  bicycle  accident.  Sister  May  Rayner  is 
now  better  after  a  nasty  dose  of  influenza.  Sister 
Hilda  la  Rouse  has  also  been  "n  the  sick  list  this 
month  as  has  Sister  Perrin. 

Sister  Agnes  Wilson   Grifn'h  is   now   recovering 


from  a  very  serious  illness  which  w.is  ,i  result 
..I  ,m  operation  at  the  birth  of  her  daughter. 
The  baby  later  died.  A  special  prayer  <  irt  I*-,  was 
held  at  the  Mission  home  for  her  at  the  request  of 
the  family. 

On  Empire  Day,  M.I.  A.  members  had  a 
skating  party  at  the  Wynberg  Kink.  In  spile  of 
bumps  and  bruises,  a  merry  time  was  enjoyed  by 
the  group. 

BELLVILLE    BRANCH 
In   Charge:     Elder   H.    David    Nelson,     K),    Canter- 
bury  Road,   Bellville,   C.P. 
Reported  by  Sister  Dorothea  Storey 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  social  at  Brother  and 
Sister  N.  Storey's  home  on  May  19,  in  an  effort 
to  raise  funds  for  the  Branch  Relief  Society. 
There  was  plenty  of  fun  and  eats.  Sister  Beryl 
Halse  conducted  the  games  and  everyone  en- 
joyed themselves.  There  were  twen'y-two  pre- 
sent. 

A  Mother's  Day  programme  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  N.  Goosen  on  May 
21,  where  tribute  was  paid  to  the  mothers. 
Bouquets  were  presented  to  each  mother  by  the 
children.  Eerste  River  Sunday  School  joined 
with  Bellville  branch  for  the  occasion.  Elder 
H.    D.    Nelson   supervised. 

The  Relief  Society  and  Priesthood  meetings 
were  honoured  with  the  presence  of  President  and 
Sister  Wright  on  May  22. 

On  May  14,  the  members  of  the  Bellville 
Branch  went  in  group  to  "Cumorah"  for  the 
District  Conference. 

EPPING  GARDEN  BRANCH 

Branch     President:      Leslie     Halse,     "Marcourt," 
Eerste  River,   C.P. 

Reported  by  Sister  Madge  Halse 

Members  of  the  Epping  Garden  Branch  enjoyed 
a  spiritual  feast  when  they  attended  District 
Conference  at  "Cumorah."  On  this  occasion  it 
was  good  to  hear  one  of  our  younger  members. 
Hazel   de  Bruyn,   recite. 

The  real  highlight  of  the  month  was  Mother's 
Day,  when  a  special  tribute  to  mothers  was 
paid  at  the  evening  service.  The  speakers  were 
Elder  Gardner,  Brother  and  Sister  Halse.  Sister 
Halse  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  mothers  of  Epping 
Branch.  Sisters  La  Von  and  Leslie  Dawn  Halse 
recited  poems  in  honour  of  Mother.  After  which 
they  presented  the  mothers  present  with  branches 
of  gladioli  and  a  copy  of  a  poem. 

BLOEMFONTEIN    DISTRICT 

District     President:      Elder     A.     M.     Duncan,     5, 
Clarence    Street,    Bloemfontein. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:    C.    B.    Spear,   Box   50,    Bloem- 
fontein. 

Reported  by  Sister  Inez  Spear 

District  Conference  was  held  May  7,  and  the 
theme  was  "Prayer."  Inspiring  talks  were  de- 
livered at  the  morning  service  by  Brother  H.  J. 
van  Rooyen,  Mrs.  Daubney,  Elder  D.  V.  Cook 
and  Brother  S.  J.  Spear,  and  at  the  evening  ser- 
vile by  Brother  C.  B.  Spear,  Elder  L.  Miller  and 
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Elder  D.  D.  MetCalf.  Sister  I  Baerveldt  sang 
two  songs,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Saaymans,  who 
also  rendered  a  vocal  solo. 

Elder  Miller  was  whisked  oil  to  hospital  where 
he  had  to  undergo  an  operation  for  appendecitis. 
We  are  happv  to  report  that  he  is  progressing 
famously  and' that  he  will  be  up  and  about  in  a 
few  days  time. 

TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT 
District      President:      .\onii.m      U.      Muir,      ll'J, 
Kitchener    Avenue,    Bez.    Valley,    Johannes- 
burg. 

RAMAH    BRANCH 
Branch   President:     Francis    uoniy,    94,    Somerset 
Road,   Kensington,  Johannesburg. 
Reported  by  Sister  Mary  Millan  Stark 

The  Mutual  Improvement  Association  were 
pleased  to  welcome  a  visitor  from  the  United 
States  Information  Library  who  kept  her  audience 
interested  in  her  talk  on  schools  in  the  United 
States.  Brother  Tex  Smith  invited  the  speaker 
and  he  continues  to  provide  interesting  projects 
for  the  Mutual,  such  as  visits  to  local  news- 
paper offices,  group  visits  to  the  Observatory, 
dances,  etc.  During  the  month  the  M-Men- 
Gleaner  class  sponsored  a  debate  to  decide  what 
the  correct  age  for  marriage  should  be.  The 
ladies,  Sisters  Joyce  Yarn  and  Lilian  Ferreira, 
were  voted  the  winners  and  the  men,  Brothers 
Jeff  Beswick  and  Donovan  Donly,  were  good 
losers . 

Our  loss  of  two  good  members  has  been 
Pretoria's  gain  as  Sister  Stephens  and  Sister 
Edna  Joubert  and  little  Maureen  have  moved 
from  this  branch.  We  miss  them  very  much 
especially  as  Sister  Edna  acted  as  a  Counsellor  in 
the  Mutual. 

On  Friday,  19th  May  the  Ramah  Branch 
Presidency  invited  everyone  to  attend  a  Re- 
union Social.  As  this  is  the  first  function  of 
its  kind  perhaps  many  came  out  of  curiousity  as 
the  hall  was  packed,  but  everyone  agreed  that 
it  was  one  of  the  most  sociable  gatherings  to  fill 
the  hall  for  man)-  a  day.  With  Brother  Ted 
Tewson  as  compere,  the  concert  presented  went 
with  a  swing  and  it  was  evident  that  many 
talents  have  been  hidden  in  the  past.  The 
audience  acclaimed  the  many  items  provided 
by  the  members  and  friends,  among  whom  were 
Sister  Jean  Sutherland,  who  delighted  us  with  a 
classic  Spanish  Dance  (for  which,  by  the  way, 
she  received  a  Gold  Medal  in  the  Eisteddfod) 
a  "ballet  dance"  by  Brother  Fred  Ninow;  im- 
personations, by  Brother  Tex  Smith  (who  also 
handled  all  the  stage  equipment),  singing  and 
dancing  by  our  versatile  Nola  Matthews;  skits  bv 
Brother   and   Mrs.    Herboldt   of   Germiston. 

SPRINGS    BRANCH 

Branch     President:     I.     C.     Louw,     P.O.     Dagga- 
fon'ein,  Transvaal. 

Reported  by  Mavis  E.  Louw 

The  month  of  May  has  been  a  rather  quiet 
month  for  Springs  branch  and  would  have  been 
a  lot  more  quiet  but  for  the  visit  of  Bro.  Melvv 
Jakins  of  Durban  and  his  son,  Wendell.  Bro'.- 
Melvy  was  once  a  member  of  our  branch  and  we 
would  certainly  like  him  back  again.  We  need 
a  few  live  wires   like  him. 

On  May  6,  the  Genealogical  Society  had  its 
first  official  function  in  the  form  of  a  picture 
show.      Elder    Taylor    kindlv    operated    the    pro- 


jci  tor  for  us.  The  show  was  badly  supported 
unfortunately,    so    a    good    cause-    was    neglected. 

A  very  fine  programme  was  sponsored  bv  the 
Sunday  School  in  honour  of  Mother's  Day.  Some 
very  fine  and  touching  tributes  were  paid  to  the 
mothers  by  both  old  and  young.  The  programme 
ended  by  everybody  standing  in  silence  for  two 
minutes  in  honours  of  mothers  both  dead  and 
living. 

The  programme  in  the  evening  was  in  honour 
of  the  Restoration  of  the  A.ironii  Priesthood. 
The  Supervising  Elder,  Elder  Tobler,  accom- 
panied by  Elder  Whiting  attended  both  the 
morning  and  evening  celebrations.  Bro  Andrew 
Brummer  of  the  District  Presidency  shared  the 
evening  programme  with  the  two  visiting  mis- 
sionaries. 

The  real  live  wires  of  our  branch — the  Relief 
Society  Sisters — again  showed  the  men  up  badly 
by  their  efforts  this  month  in  aid  of  the  building 
fund.  On  May  21,  '.hey  organised  the  second 
morning  market,  which  was  a  great  success. 
Despite  a  very  cold  morning  the  ladies  were  not 
found  wanting  and  turned  up  in  force.  The 
public  responded  very  well  as  everything  was 
sold  by   10-30  a.m. 

VEREENIGING    BRANCH 

Branch    President:     J.    P.    Brummer,     49,    Heidel- 
berg  Road,   Peace   Haven,    Vereeniging. 
Reported   by   J.   P.   Brummer 

We  are  very  happv  to  report  that  we  had 
President  E.  R.  Yarn,  his  son  Richard,  and  Bro- 
ther Deryck  Vice  of  the  Transvaal  District 
presidency  with  his  line  wife  attending  our  ser- 
vices on  Sunday,  April  30th.  The  fine  spirit  ol 
love  and  fellowship;  and  the  fine  counsel  and  ad- 
vice of  President  Yarn  and  Brother  Vice  was 
real   spiritual   food   to  our  souls. 

Bro' her  A.  C.  Brummer  of  the  Transvaal 
District  Presidency  gave  us  a  visit  on  May  7, 
and  was  the  main  speaker  in  our  sacrament  ser- 
vice. In  the  afternoon  Brother  A.  C.  Brummer 
accompanied  the  Branch  Presidency  to  Van  der 
Byl  Park  to  the  home  of  Brother  Wesscl  Fouche 
where  a  home  Sunday  School  was  organised  with 
Brother  Fouche  as  Superintendent.  Mrs.  Mer- 
cia   J.    Morom   was   set    apart    as   secretary. 

On  May  13,  the  Branch  Presidency  organised 
a  Home  Sunday  school  in  Evaton  in  the  Home 
of  Sister  Sarah  M.  Oelofse.  She  was  set  apart 
as    teacher   and    Rachael    L.    Oelofse    as    sec  ret  iry. 

PRETORIA    BRANCH 

Branch  President:    John  Troskie,  Flat   1.5,   II 
Chambers,    Andries    Street,    Pretoria. 
Reported  by  Sister  Winifred  M.  Cooksley 

Elders  Tobler  (Supervising  Elder)  and  Whiting 
spoke  at  the  evening  service  on  April  30.  Their 
fine  talks  were  enjoyed  by  all  members  and 
visitors  present.  Sunday,  May  7,  the  Primary- 
took  charge  of  the  evening  service.  Items  and 
talks  were  given  by  the  Primary  members,  all 
Brummers. 

We  are  pleased  to  welcome  to  Pretoria  Sisters 
Stephens  and  Joubert  who  are  staving  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Uitenbogaardt.  Both  these  sisters  are 
from  Johannesburg. 

Sister  M.  Smith  has  now  set'.eled  in  her  new- 
home  at  Capitol  Park.  I  believe  Sister  Smith's 
new  living  quarters  were  built  in  record  time 
largely  due  to  daughter  Lily  Steed,  from  San 
Francisco,   who  was  visiting  her  mother. 
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( )n  Saturday,  May  13,  a  very  fine  Earewell 
party  was  given  by  Brother  and  SisVr  Cowdre} 
for   daughter   Jeanette   Mitchell   and    baby.   They 

arc  leaving  for  the  Stales  this  week.  A  good 
lime  was  had  by  tile  large  number  who  turned 
up. 

Sunday,    May    14,    being    Mother's    Day,    the 

church  services  were  devoted  lo  special  talks  that 
paid    tribute    to    the    mothers. 

Welcome  back  to  Sister  Harvey  who  has  been 
visiting  in  the  Cape  for  a  few  months.  So  watch 
out     for    more    work     Relief! 

NORTH-WESTERN   BRANCH 

Branch    President:     William    H.    Brummer,    A7 , 

Alberts    Road,    Newlands,    Johannesburg. 

Reported   by   Sister  Janetta  E.   S.   Brummer 

Brother    Andrew    C.    Brummer    has    been    called 

.i:,    second    counsellor    in    the    District     Presidency 

and  was  sustained  and  set   apart.      May  God  bless 

him   in   his  calling. 

A  very  enjoyable  social  was  given  by  the  Re- 
lief  Society.      Twenty-one   were   present. 

We  ; i re-  very  grateful  to  have  two  Elders  pre- 
sent in  our  Sunday  Meetings.  We  also  had  a 
visit  from  Dis'rict  President,  Brother  Norman 
G.  Muir,  Sister  Edith  Muir  and  daughter  on 
Sunday, 

DURBAN    DISTRICT 
District     and    Durban    Branch    President:     Elder 
Morris    Patrick,    562,    Ridge    Road,    Durban, 
Natal. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 
Reported  by  Sister  Valerie  Hancock 
The  Relief  Society  carried  on  a  Jumble  Sale  to 
start  the  month  off,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Durban  President,  Sister  Isobel  Shiels.  This 
Sale  went  off  very  well,  and  a  very  fair  amount 
was  made  to  add  to  the  funds  of  the  Durban 
Relief  Society. 

M.I. A.  held  a  Games  Evening  in  aid  of  their 
funds,  which  was  quite  a  success,  and  was  en- 
joyed by  all  present.  The  games  w-ere  under  the 
direction  of  Elder  Morris  Patrick.  A  few  cakes, 
sweets  and  minerals  were  sold,  and  the  total 
amount  obtained  was  larger  than  was  expected, 
so  now  our  ping-pong  table  is  almost  paid  for. 
Branch  Conference  was  held  on  May  14.  This 
was  to  all  members  an  "extra  special"  day  in 
Durban.  Specially  because  we  had  the  privilege 
of  having  President  Yarn  in  our  midst,  and  extra- 
special  because  it  was  Mother's  Day.  A  splen- 
did programme  was  put  on  in  the  morning, 
which  was  dedicated  entirely  to  Mothers. 

The  evening  session  of  Conference  was  held 
with  President  Yarn  presiding.  Again  we  had 
a  large  crowd  of  members  and  investigators 
present.  President  Yarn  was  the  main  speaker. 
Elder  Barton,  who  was  visiting  here,  was  the 
other  speaker.  This  perfect  evening  service  and 
Branch  Conference  was  brought  to  a  beautiful 
close  by  the  rendering  of  the  favourite  Latter- 
day  Saint  hymn  "Oh  My  Father, "  which  was 
beautifully    sung    by    th-  "Durban    Girl's    Chorus. 

PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 

In  Charge:  Elder  William  Glenn,  22,  Chapman 
Road,  Scottsville,  Pietermaritzburpr  Natal. 
Reported  by  Sister  Eunice  Fountain 
Wi  -,..•;■  very  nappv  co  weicouie  brother 
John  Meyer  from  Durban  branch  and  Sister 
Rita  Puckey  from  Cape  Town,  who  paid  us  a 
surprise   visit  on   Sunday,    April   29. 


A  very  enjoyable  Hobo  Party"  was  held  at 
I  In  home  of  Mrs.  L'pfold  on  Saturday  evening, 
May  6.     Elders  Glenn  and  rioggan  built  a  lovely 

lire  in  th<-  backyard  and  all  the  Saints  and  friends 
gathered  around  the  lire-  where  community  sing- 
ing was  enjoyed.  Everyone  had  fun  cooking 
sausages  and  inarslnnellows  over  the  open  fire. 
We  were  very  happy  to  welcome  Brother  Meyer 
again  and  Sisters  Gwen  Ingram,  Jean  Marchand 
and  Joyce  Wahlburn  from  Durban,  who  i  ami 
up   especially    for    this   occasion. 

A  prize  was  given  for  the  best  dressed  "Hobo" 
at  the  "Hobo  Party"  which  was  won  by  Sister 
Joyce    Wahlburn. 

Sisters  Gwen,  Jean  and  Joyce  are  on  a  month's 
holiday  and  these  three  sisters  spent  the  week- 
end at  the  home  of  Sister  Fountain.  We  were 
very  happy  to  welcome  these  three  sisters  to 
our   Sunday   School    meeting  cm   Sunday,   May   7. 

PORT     ELIZABETH     DISTRICT     BRANCH 

Branch   and   District    President:    Elder  George  E. 
Quick,    30,    Arthur    Street,    Sydenham,    P.E. 
Reported    by    Sister    Theresa    Trollip 

Saturday  night  May  13th  the  Relief  Society 
sponsored  a  social  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Doller,  18,  Caithness  Road,  W'almer.  A 
large  group  attended  the  function  and  they  all 
had  a  very  enjoyable  evening.  The  presence  and 
participation    of    Sister    Doller    Sr.    in    the    games 

and  contests  was  especially   pleasing. 

A  very  inspiring  service  was  held  on  Mother's 
Day,  May  14  in  this  branch.  Lovely  talks  were 
given  by  sisters:  Myrtle  Everton,  Patricia  Trol- 
lip and  Verena  Lawson,  who  paid  devoted  hom- 
age to  their  mothers  for  all  they  had  received 
from  them.  Sister  Theresa  Trollip  spoke  on 
"How  a  mother  can  help  the  church  to  give 
her    children    a    testimony    of    the    Gospel." 

On  Ascension  Da)-  the  Relief  Society  had  an 
outing  at  the  Humewood  Promenade.  Although 
only  a  few-  members  were  able  to  attend  they 
spent  a  nice  time  with  the  weaher  perfect  for  the 
occasion,  but  not  sunny  enough  to  sunburn  any- 
one. We  were  happy  to  welcome  Pres.  Yarn  in- 
to the  branch  on  that  day  also. 

Branch  Conference  was  held  Sunday  the  28th 
and  the  meetings  of  the  day  were  very  spiritual 
and  impressive.  During  the  morning  session 
Sisters  Olive  Scheckle,  Theresa  Trollip,  Brother 
Clarence  Doller  and  Elder  George  Quick,  were  the 
speakers. 

Conference  for  the  auxiliary  organisations  was 
held  during  an  afternoon  session.  At*this  meet- 
ing President  Yarn  gave  some  wonderful  advice 
to  the  officers,  who  gave  the  reports,  for  the 
carrying   on   of   their   work. 

Quite  a  good  crowd  turned  out  to  the  evening 
-ession .  Elder  Wiscomb  who  is  newly  arrived 
in  Port  Elizabeth,  gave  the  first  address.  Elder 
Jones  and  Elder  Baxter  spok.  A  beautiful  solo 
"Sometime,  Somewhere"  was  rendered  by  Sister 
Myrtle  Everton  during  the  interval.  "Trust  the 
Lord  —  with  all  thy  heart"  was  the  final  in- 
spiring words  given  by  Pres.  Yarn  as  he  con- 
cluded   the    day    of   conference. 

The  Relief  Society  members  are  working  hard 
in  preparation  for  a  bazaar  which  they  plan 
to  hold  in  Main  Street  during  June.  The  Re- 
lief Society  sisters  have  also  made  many  friends 
at  the  hospital  who  are  reading  tracts  and  copies 
of  the  Relief  Society  Magazine. 
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